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INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

� Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
� Answer Section A

and
Either: two questions from Section B;
Or: one question from Section B and one question from Section C.



SECTION A - TOPOGRAPHICAL MAPPING

Answer all parts of the question in this section.

1. Refer to the topographic map extract of Bega, a town with a population of 4700 people in south-eastern Australia.  It is the largest town for tens of kilometres in
any direction.  

Bega is located at a latitude of 36°40'S.  The town is situated in a valley, 15 kilometres inland from the Tasman Sea to the east, and separated from the sea by a low
range of coastal hills.

The valley was formed by the Bega River and its tributary, the Brogo River.  The area is used for a range of primary industries including dairying, beef farming
and vegetable cultivation, with timber cutting on the surrounding hills.

The climate of the area is humid, with an average annual rainfall of about 800 mm, distributed fairly evenly through the year.

The scale of the map is 1:25000 and the contour interval is 10 metres.  The map is the latest available, but is based on 1971 surveys.  The aerial photograph of the
town was taken in August 1996.

[2 marks](a) State the approximate scale of the aerial photograph, and briefly explain how you obtained this figure.

[4 marks](b) Using the map and aerial photograph, describe the purpose and size of the factory at grid reference 529380, and suggest reasons for its location.

[4 marks](c) Describe the principal changes which have occurred in the area shown in the aerial photograph since the map was printed.

[6 marks]

(d) Quoting evidence from the map and aerial photograph, discuss the features of the physical environment which 

(i) make this a good situation for a town, and 

(ii) hinder the town’s development.   

[4 marks](e) Compare the information shown on the map with the information shown in the aerial photograph.  Which is more useful to the geographer?
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Answer either two questions from Section B or one question from Section B and one question from Section C.

SECTION B - THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

[20 marks]2. Discuss the impact of human activity on urban climates.

[20 marks]3. Identify the landform in the photograph below, and describe the formation of this landform.

[20 marks]
4. ‘The more people alter the functioning of the water cycle, the more they seem to abuse it’.  Discuss this statement with reference to one area you

have studied.

[20 marks]5. With reference to at least one specific example, explain how an ecosystem can become destabilised.

SECTION C - RESOURCES

The map below shows the annual consumption of commercial energy per capita, expressed in kilograms of oil equivalent.  

Source: World Bank Atlas 1999, p.39

[20 marks]6. Describe and account for the pattern shown in the map.

[20 marks]
7. Name two countries shown on the map above which are in different categories in the key, and compare the problems facing management of some

important resources in those two countries.
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